ENGLISH III

YEARENDER

From: Sir Joey

To: Cs/Mg/Na/Rb

Re: FINAL PROJECT

Objective: To produce a 5 minute video that represents what Asian Literature essentially is. 

 

From the beginning, we've discussed Asian literature to get to know our neighbors more, and in this world, everyone is a neighbor. Now I know that you're sick of videos, so I'm not looking for a video lecture here. If you're just going to be talking, might as well write an essay. Instead, what I'd like to see is a story. It doesn't have to be epic or grand or have awesome fight scenes. I just want it to contain what you think is the common thread in all of our discussions and readings. It can be mushy or emo or grim and dark, or happy. I just want to see what's on your mind, because if we didn't learn anything in the end, everything we did is a waste of time, and the only thing you'll be taking away from my class is a number that will quickly lose its relevance as you go to 4th year and to college. 

 

I know this pretty vague. The vagueness is intentional, because I want to leave room for your creativity. See the criteria for grading at the end of this document. 

 

Specs:

1. The video must be at least 5 minutes long. I will not grade anything less than that. I will not watch anything longer than 10 minutes, either. This is give or take a few seconds, excluding bloopers and extra stuff. Your grade does not depend on bloopers. They're outtakes for a reason.

2. You are free to do in your video whatever the script calls for, but please keep in mind that this will be posted on Youtube and might be seen by your crushes from other schools, your future children, or your parents. Keep profanity low (or censored), and don't do anything explicit.  

3. Safety is of prime consideration. If you are shooting on school grounds, I will not allow the use of any deadly objects or the performance of any dangerous stunts. If you are shooting outside, please make sure you are with an adult supervisor, and that all safety precautions have been made. If you can, avoid doing anything dangerous, and PLEASE avoid doing anything retarded.
4. The video is to be posted on Youtube. As soon as it's been uploaded, email or IM the link to me, so I can link them to my blog. It must be posted for me to grade it. 

5. The project must be posted before 12:00 AM on March 7, 2009 (Midnight between Mar 6 and 7), by MY CLOCK. I don't care what yours reads, nor do I care that you don't actually know what my clock reads (you could synchronize your time, of course).   I shall enforce my LATE = ZERO policy strictly. As such, do this ahead of time so that you have time to shoot any trouble and avert potential Murphy's Law* Manifestations (MLMs). I strongly suggest that you do this ASAP so the inevitable rise in Murphy Levels towards the end of the year can be avoided. I know MLMs tend to happen when everyone is stressed, careless, or on edge. 

6. Have fun. Please, please, please, do something that you'll actually enjoy, or else it isn't you. Your video must be fun for both you and myself.  I expect to be impressed and entertained. A bored Sir Joey is not kind to grades. 

7. Each class is to be divided into 3, excluding Robo people, who will be doing their own thing. Send in your groupings, (at your discretion), including a list of your ideas for the project BY EMAIL by Friday, February 13.  Please include group leaders' names as well.

8. By February 16 (Yes, I know it's an Intrams day), you must have a FINAL IDEA that MUST be approved by me. My approval requires my signature and a special red Chinese stamp that I have. As such, it must be approved by me in person. Late approvals will result in a 25% deduction from your final grade for this project, no matter how awesome it is.

9. I expect everyone to work on the project. Group leaders are free to let me know of any freeloaders, and must do so at the first sign of trouble so we can talk to the person and let him or her know of the dire consequences of freeloading---a zero, without apology. You have been warned. Please let me know ASAP, and don't come to me the day before the deadline whining about how a guy never helped. These situations can be avoided by proper communication, as you should have learned from your first year play and your Ramayana.

10.  Finally, here are the criteria:

40- CONTENT---Does your video contain a message, or is it just adult male bovine excrement? How well do you convey this message? Is it subtle (which I prefer ) or heavy-handed ("I learned from English 3 that…")? Is the relation between the video and the message clear? 

Key qualities being sought: Clear, relevant, meaningful, subtle. 

40- CREATIVITY---How far does your video go beyond the lame and cliché "I learned that…" lecture? Do you introduce any new ideas? Are your shots artful and well-executed, or did you just film everything in the classroom? Is your video entertaining, and does it hold the interest of people throughout the presentation? 

Key qualities being sought: Interesting, entertaining, witty (not necessarily ha-ha funny), artistic

10- PRODUCTION VALUE---Is your video well-produced, or does it look like it was shot with a cell phone camera? Was it edited well? Can I read the text (if there is any)? Is it in a decent resolution (not grainy or pixellated)? 

Key qualities being sought: I can actually see what's going on

This gives a total of 90 points. This goes into your project grade and will make up a large chunk of your 30% project grade (since the formal theme is only 10 points).  This is so that people who are in danger of failing can catch up. 

 

THE ROBO SQUAD IS EXEMPTED FROM THIS PROJECT AND WILL BE DOING SOMETHING ELSE THAT WON'T REQUIRE AS MUCH TIME. PLEASE STAND BY FOR FURTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS.
 

*Murphy's Law: "Whatever can go wrong WILL go wrong---in the worst possible way, at the worst possible time." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

